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DEFINITIONS 

The  estimates  in  this  report  relate  to  sales  by  commercial  producers.  Only  commercial  producers 
growing  one  or  more  of  the  four  cut  flowers  (carnations,  chrysanthemums,  gladioli,  or  roses),  potted 
chrysanthemums  or  foliage  plants  are  included  in  this  report. 

A change  in  the  definition  of  a commercial  producer  is  effective  with  all  1974  data.  A commercial 
producer  is  defined  as  one  who  produces  and  sells  $10,000  or  more  of  fresh  (cut)  flowers,  flowering 
and  foliage  plants,  bedding  plants  and  cultivated  florist  greens  in  one  year.  Previously  the  defini- 
tion of  a commercial  producer  included  growers  who  sold  $2,000  or  more  of  the  above  mentioned  items. 

The  table  below  shows  for  1973  the  23-State  totals  by  commodity  for  number  of  growers  and  quantity 
sold  using  a comparison  of  the  old  with  the  new  definition.  The  change  in  definition  is  significant  in 
terms  of  number  of  producers  but  changes  in  production  generally  accounted  for  less  than  one  percent 
reduction  in  quantity  sold.  For  additional  comparisons  each  commodity  table  in  this  report  also  shows 
the  estimated  number  of  1973  grower  numbers  by  State  using  the  old  and  new  definitions. 

Value  data  for  cut  flowers  are  on  a "gross  wholesale"  basis  and  deductions  have  not  been  made  for 
selling  commissions  and  transportation  costs.  Total  sales  in  each  State  are  converted  to  their  equiv- 
alent wholesale  value  using  reported  average  wholesale  prices.  Foliage  plant  sales  are  on  a "net 
sales"  basis  and  are  derived  in  each  State  by  subtracting  the  cost  of  plant  materials  purchased  from 
other  growers  from  the  gross  value  of  sales.  Sales  times  average  price  does  not  necessarily  equal  the 
published  wholesale  value,  since  the  published  average  price  is  derived  from  unrounded  totals. 

This  report  includes  revised  estimates  for  1973  and  preliminary  estimates  for  1974. 
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COMMODITY 

UNIT 

EFFECT 

OF 

CHANGE  IN  DEFINITION  OF  COMMERCIAL  PRODUCERS 

NUMBER  OF 
WITH  SALES 

PRODUCERS 

OVER 

QUANTITY  SOLD  ALL  PRO- 
DUCERS WITH  SALES  OVER 

: SALES  BY 
: PRODUCERS 

$2,000.00 

$10,000.00 

$2,000.00 

;$io,ooo.oo 

:WITH  LESS 
:THAN  $10,000 

NUMBER 

(000) 

(000) 

PERCENT 

ALL  CARNATIONS 

(BLOOMS  1/) 

1,220 

1,086 

737,300 

732,975 

0.6 

CARNATIONS  STANDARD 

(BLOOMS) 

1,198 

1,040 

616,051 

611,985 

0.7 

CARNATIONS  MINIATURE 

(BUNCHES) 

298 

285 

3,277 

3,270 

0.2 

STANDARD  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 

(BLOOMS) 

1,804 

1,451 

138,243 

136,377 

1 .3 

POMPON  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 

(BUNCHES) 

1,796 

1,423 

36,129 

35,533 

1.6 

GLADIOLI 

(SPIKES) 

269 

199 

234,768 

231,680 

1.3 

ALL  ROSES 

(BLOOMS) 

320 

310 

417,768 

417,387 

0.1 

ROSES,  HYBRID  TEA 

(BLOOMS) 

316 

301 

297,355 

296,985 

0.1 

ROSES,  MINIATURE  OR  SWEETHEART (BLOOMS) 

239 

235 

120,413 

120,402 

* 

POTTED  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 

(POTS) 

1,297 

1,147 

20,588 

20,403 

0.9 

FOLIAGE  PLANTS 

(SQ.  FT.) 

1,065 

854 

46,088 

45,595 

1.1 

1/  MINIATURE  CARNATION 

BUNCH  CONVERTED  TO 

37  BLOOMS 

* 

LESS  THAN  ONE -TENTH 

OF  ONE  PERCENT. 
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FLOWERS  AND  FOLIAGE  PLANTS 


Production  and  Sales,  1973  and  1974;  and  Intentions 
for  1975  in  Selected  States 

Total  value  at  wholesale  of  four  important  flower  and  foliage  plants  in  the  22  major  producing 
States  in  1974  totaled  $345  million.  The  1974  value  excludes  data  for  the  State  of  Delaware  and  for 
producers  with  gross  sales  below  $10,000.  The  total  wholesale  value  in  1973  for  the  23  States,  including 
Delaware  and  all  producers  with  gross  sales  above  $2,000,  was  $296  million.  Sales  of  cut  carnations, 
gladioli,  roses  and  chrysanthemums,  plus  potted  chrysanthemums  grown  in  22  States  in  1974  had  a wholesale 
value  of  $234  million,  while  net  sales  of  foliage  plants  at  $111  million  was  almost  two-thirds  above 
1973  sales. 

California  continued  as  the  leading  producer  of  carnations,  standard  chrysanthemums,  potted  chrysan- 
themums, and  roses.  California  also  became  the  top  producer  of  pompon  chrysanthemums.  Florida  was  the 
leading  producer  of  gladioli  and  foliage  plants.  Based  on  total  wholesale  value  of  the  four  cut  flowers 
and  potted  chrysanthemums,  California  ranks  first  with  $80  million  in  sales,  followed  by  Florida  with  $27 
million,  and  Colorado  with  $20  million.  Based  on  the  net  wholesale  value  of  sales  for  foliage  plants, 
Florida  leads  with  $48  million,  followed  by  California  with  $31  million. 

Of  the  3,289  producers  surveyed,  nearly  two-thirds  had  sales  of  under  $100,000,  20  percent  had  sales 

of  $100,900  to  $250,000  and  15  percent  had  sales  of  $250,000  or  more.  Additional  percentage  distributions 
by  size  groups  are  shown  in  Table  14. 

Note:  Acres  used  for  production  of  gladioli  and  square  feet  in  production  for  foliage  are  reported 

totals  used  for  production.  Average  gross  square  feet  reported  for  all  carnations,  standard  chrysanthe- 
mums, pompon  chrysanthemums,  potted  chrysanthemums  and  all  roses,  is  based  on  average  gross  area  used  dur- 
ing the  year  to  produce  these  crops.  For  example,  if  32,000  sq.  ft.  of  greenhouse  space  was  refilled 
three  times  during  the  year  and  the  same  crop  grown  each  time  the  grower  would  have  reported  32,000  sq.  ft. 
of  greenhouse  space  used  to  produce  this  crop.  See  Table  13  for  a detailed  listing  by  crop  and  State. 

POTTED  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


Potted  chrysanthemum  growers  in  the  22  States  plan  to  increase  1975  production  4 percent  from  the 
previous  year  and  9 percent  over  the  1973  level.  Twelve  States  intend  to  expand  production  for  1975  while 
others  intend  no  change  or  some  decrease  from  1974. 

The  total  of  21.6  million  pots  sold  in  1974  represented  a 5 percent  increase  in  volume  and  a gain  of 
13  percent  in  value  from  the  previous  year.  The  average  wholesale  price  per  pot  in  1974  was  $1.78  compar- 
ed with  $1.66  a year  earlier.  California  continues  to  be  the  leading  State  in  both  sales  and  value. 

POMPON  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


Growers  in  the  22  States  surveyed  indicate  a 6 percent  decline  in  the  number  of  pompon  plants  expect- 
ed for  production  in  1975.  California  intentions  are  up  1 percent  from  1974  while  Florida  expectations 
are  down  14  percent. 

Sales  in  1974  in  the  22  States  were  5 percent  more  than  the  previous  year  and  totaled  37.9  million 
bunches.  California,  first  among  States  in  production  in  1974,  sold  17.4  million  bunches  or  46  percent  of 
the  22  State  total.  Florida  was  second  with  11.4  million  bunches  or  30  percent  of  the  total.  Of  the  37.9 
million  bunches  sold,  90  percent  were  sold  at  wholesale. 

STANDARD  CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


Standard  chrysanthemum  producers  in  the  22  States  report  intentions  to  produce  6 percent  fewer  plants 
in  1975  than  last  year.  California  growers  intend  to  decrease  production  6 percent  below  1974  output. 

In  1974,  growers  in  the  22  major  States  sold  144  million  blooms  from  130  million  plants.  The  number 
of  blooms  sold  was  4 percent  more  than  1973  sales.  California  was  first  in  sales  with  89  million  blooms 
or  62  percent  of  the  total  followed  by  Ohio  and  North  Carolina,  with  12  and  9 million  blooms,  respectively. 
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GLADIOLI 


Gladioli  growers  in  the  22  States  surveyed  indicate  plans  for  an  8 percent  increase  in  acreage  for 
1975.  In  Florida,  the  major  State,  intentions  are  up  13  percent  from  1974. 

Florida,  with  151  million  spikes  sold  in  1974,  accounted  for  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  22  State 
total.  California  sales  were  second  with  25  million  spikes,  followed  by  New  Jersey  with  19  million. 
Wholesale  sales  made  up  99  percent  of  total  sales.  The  total  value  at  wholesale  in  1974  was  $18.8 
million  for  the  22  States,  and  the  average  price  per  spike  was  8.4  cents.  The  wholesale  value  of  sales 
in  1973  was  $19.5  million  with  an  average  price  per  spike  of  8.3  cents. 

CARNATIONS 

Growers  in  1975  plan  to  reduce  production  of  carnation  plants  5 percent.  California  growers  expect 
to  reduce  production  5 percent  while  Colorado  plans  to  continue  1975  production  about  the  same  as  in 
1974. 


In  1974,  growers  in  the  22  States  sold  745  million  blooms  from  66  million  plants.  The  number  of 
blooms  sold  was  one  percent  more  than  the  previous  year.  California  producers  sold  457  million  blooms 
accounting  for  61  percent  of  the  22  State  total.  Colorado  growers,  with  26  percent  of  the  total,  were 
second  with  sales  of  193  million  blooms.  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts  growers  each  sold  20  million 
blooms.  Wholesale  value  of  1974  sales  in  22  States  was  nearly  $49  million.  The  average  price  of  6.5 
cents  per  bloom  in  1974  compared  with  6.7  cents  in  the  previous  year. 

Standard  carnations  accounted  for  81  percent  of  all  carnation  sales  in  the  22  States.  Total  whole- 
sale value  of  standard  types  in  1974  amounted  to  $44  million.  The  average  price  of  7.3  cents  per  bloom 
in  1974  compares  with  the  previous  year  average  of  7.5  cents  per  bloom.  Growers  in  the  22  States  plan  a 
5 percent  decrease  in  production  for  1975. 

Miniature  carnations  made  up  19  percent  of  total  carnations  in  1974.  Value  of  sales,  at  $4.6  mil- 
lion, was  up  26  percent  from  last  year's  $3.6  million.  Average  price  per  bunch  in  1974  was  $1.18  com- 
pared with  $1.11  in  1973.  Growers  plan  to  decrease  production  by  5 percent  for  1975. 

ROSES 

Rose  growers  in  the  22  States  report  plans  to  increase  the  number  of  plants  in  1975  by  8 percent 
over  1974.  California  producer  intentions  are  13  percent  above  1974.  Among  other  major  States, 
Illinois,  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania  growers  expect  to  increase  production  2 percent.  In  Massachusetts  an 
increase  of  4 percent  is  expected. 

In  1974,  there  were  443  million  blooms  sold  in  the  22  States.  This  was  6 percent  above  the  total 
sold  in  1973.  California  growers  sold  174  million  blooms,  39  percent  of  the  total.  Pennsylvania  was 
second  with  sales  of  42  million  followed  by  Massachusetts  with  28  million  blooms  and  Indiana  with  27 
million. 

The  value  of  rose  sales  in  1974  was  $68  million,  10  percent  more  than  a year  earlier.  The  average 
price  in  1974  was  15,3  cents  per  bloom  compared  with  14.8  cents  the  previous  year. 

Grower  plans  indicate  Hybrid  tea  rose  output  for  1975  will  be  6 percent  above  1974  while  a 16  per- 
cent increase  is  expected  for  miniature  or  sweetheart  rose  plants.  Hybrid  tea  roses  accounted  for  72 
percent  of  all  rose  sales.  The  average  price  for  Hybrid  tea  roses  was  16.8  cents  per  bloom  and  11.5 
cents  per  bloom  for  miniature  roses. 


FOLIAGE  PLANTS 

Foliage  plant  growers  intend  to  expand  the  area  used  in  production  for  1975  to  72  million  square 
feet  or  13  percent  more  than  the  1974  total.  Area  in  production  has  increased  annually  since  1968.  If 
1975  intentions  are  realized,  the  area  used  will  be  almost  two  and  one  half  times  larger  than  the  1968 
level.  All  States  except  Connecticut  plan  an  increase  in  1975  over  the  previous  year. 

Net  value  of  sales  in  1974  totaled  $111  million  - up  64  percent  from  a year  ago.  Florida  accounted 
for  nearly  44  percent  of  the  22  State  total  net  value  with  74  percent  of  the  square  footage  in  produc- 
tion. California  ranked  second  behind  Florida  as  the  leading  foliage  plant  State. 
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TABLE  1.  CARNATIONS,  CHRYSANTHEMUMS,  GLADIOLI,  ROSES,  AND  FOLIAGE  PLANTS: 
GROSS  WHOLESALE  VALUE  OF  SALES,  1973  AND  1974,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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TABLE  3.  CARNATIONS , STANDARD:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE 

1973  AND  1974,  AND  INDICATED  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  1975,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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TABLE  5.  STANDARD  CHRYSANTHEMUMS:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE 

1973  AND  1974,  AND  INDICATED  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  1975,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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TABLE  6.  POMPON  CHRYSANTHEMUMS:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE 

1973  AND  1974,  AND  INDICATED  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  1975,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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FLOWERS  AND  FOLIAGE,  MARCH  1975 


10  CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


23  STATES  2/  : 1,796  1,423  1,380  142,088  131,537  123,188  94  36,129  37,864  91  90  .91  .82  32,967  30,922 

17  EQUIVALENT  WHOLESALE  VALUE  FOR  ALL  SALES. 

2/  DELAWARE  NOT  INCLUDED  1974. 


TABLE  7.  GLADIOLI:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  ACRES  IN  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE 

1973  AND  1974,  AND  INDICATED  ACRES  IN  PRODUCTION,  1975,  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


FLOWERS  AND  FOLIAGE 


* UNALLOCATED  TO  AVOID  DISCLOSURE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS 
1/  EQUIVALENT  WHOLESALE  VALUE  FOR  ALL  SALES. 

2/  PRODUCTION  NEGLIGIBLE. 

3/  DEL  NOT  INCLUDED  1974. 
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FLOWERS  AND  FOLIAGE  PLANTS,  MARCH  1975 


CROP  REPORTING  BOARD, 


SRS , USDA 


* UNALLOCATED  TO  AVOID  DISCLOSURE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS 
1/  EQUIVALENT  WHOLESALE  VALUE  FOR  ALL  SALES. 

2/  PRODUCTION  NEGLIGIBLE  IN  1973. 

3/  DEL  NOT  INCLUDED  1974. 


TABLE  9.  ROSES,  HYBRIDS  TEA:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE 

1973  AND  1974  AND  INDICATED  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  1975  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


* UNALLOCATED  TO  AVOID  DISCLOSING  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS 
1/  EQUIVALENT  WHOLESALE  VALUE  FOR  ALL  SALES. 

2/  PRODUCTION  NEGILIGIBLE  IN  1973. 

3/  DEL  NOT  INCLUDED  1974. 


TABLE  10:  ROSES,  MINIATURE  OR  SWEETHEART::  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE 

VALUE,  1973  AND  1974  INDICATED  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  1975  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


* UNALLOCATED  TO  AVOID  DISCLOSURE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS. 
1/  EQUIVALENT  WHOLESALE  VALUE  FOR  ALL  SALES. 

2/  PRODUCTION  NEGLIGIBLE  IN  1973. 

1/  DEL  NOT  INCLUDED  1974. 


TABLE  11.  POTTED  CHRYSANTHEMUMS:  NUMBER  OF  PRODUCERS,  PLANTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  SALES,  PRICE,  WHOLESALE  VALUE 

1973  AND  1974  AND  INDICATED  POTS  IN  PRODUCTION,  1975  IN  SELECTED  STATES 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 


* UNALLOCATED  TO  AVOID  DISCLOSURE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS. 
1/  EQUIVALENT  WHOLESALE  VALUE  OF  ALL  SALES. 

2/  DEL  NOT  INCLUDED  1974. 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS,  USDA 
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CROP  REPORTING  BOARD,  SRS, 


USDA 


* UNALLOCATED  TO  AVOID  DISCLOSURE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS. 

1/  EQUIVALENT  WHOLESALE  VALUE  FOR  ALL  SALES.  2/  NET  VALUE  OF  SALES.  3/  PRODUCT  NEGLIGIBLE.  4/  DEL  NOT  INCLUDED  1974. 
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